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DOGONE RIGHT: Celebrity dog trainer and best-selling author :
Sarah Hodgson with I_ler best friend and pup, Whoopsie.

OW can you tell

someone is a really

gifted dog trainer?

By how well her
own dog behaves.

Sure, lots of professional
trainers talk the talk about
teaching dogs to be good
canine citizens, so well-
heeled they can accompa-
ny their owners anywhere.
But Sarah Hodgson actual-
ly walks the walk.

She’s trained dogs for
Richard Gere, Glenn Close
and Tommy Mottola, but
her beautifully behaved
black lab, Whoopsie, is the
best endorsement for
Hodgson’s method, as out-
lined on her Web site, Sim-
plySarah.com, and in her
nine Dbestselling books,
including “Puppies for
Dummies” and “Dog Per-
feat.”

And yes, Whoopsie real-
ly does go everywhere with
her favorite trainer,
whether it’s out for a stroll
to the coffee shop or an
early-morning TV appear-
ance. Whoopsie even
joined the festivities at
Hodgson’s recent wedding,
dressed to the canines for
the occasion. “I took roses
from my yard and attached
them to a vest for Whoop-
sie to wear,” Hodgson says.
“So we had flower girls
and a flower dog!”

After all, it’s because of
Whoopsie’s well-trained
behavior that Hodgson’s
roses bloomed so beauti-
fully. While many dog

owners complain that pets
wreck their plantings,
Hodgson’s garden grows
and grows, and her secret
is setting boundaries.

Hodgson suggests the
following: “Get mildew-
resistant rope from the
hardware  store, and
stretch it across the
boundary you want " to
define for your dog. Walk
the dog up to the boundary
on a leash, and when you
both approach the rope,
scream as if you were shot
by a bullet and run away
from the rope. Be sure not
to look at the dog when
you scream. Then pet your
dog as if something terri-
ble just happened to you
both. Do this two or three
times, then walk up and
down along the boundary
yelling ‘Bad rope!’ at the
rope — but never yell at
the dog.

“When it’s clear that
your dog doesn’t want to
g0 near the rope, pet her
and give her a treat,”
Hodgson concludes. “The
message you send your
dog is that this area is
unsafe for us, and I'm pro-
tecting you from it.”

And voila! A well-
trained dog and flowers
abound.

js@pet-reporter.com

~ GOOD HABIT-CATS

By BETH ADELMAN

ATS are excellent trainers
themselves. I was reminded
of this one afternoon last
week when Yin Yin, my 15-
year-old cat, came into my office,
sat down by the door and looked
up at me. My cats have already
trained me into thinking a “visit”
such as this means I should stop
what I am doing and follow them.

e IS

The Cat Lady

rewarded me with a purr and a
nose kiss, and settled in for a nap.
By pawing at my left hip, Yin Yin
has also trained me to roll over on
my left side in bed, lift up the edge
of the blanket and make room for
her to get under the covers. I am so
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